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illustrated. 1879 edition. Excerpt: . . . gentler and more considerate; she, more lenient towards his faults and
more earnestly in love with him. The young man smiled as he said: You have such an ex cathedra way of
speaking of it, | must conclude that you have given this case your thoughtful attention. May | ask, in a general
way, what you think of marriage under circumstances similar to theirs | am not sure that | can give you a very
lucid answer. Never having experienced any of the ills of poverty, | am not competent to judge impartially.
Speaking individually, | have always congratulated myself on having enough to give a poor man--provided |
should accept such a person. Speaking generally, while | would commend prudence to every ones
consideration, | would say that love, and love alone, should determine a man or woman in taking that
important step. But cannot people control their own heart before they fancy themselves in love asked the
young man. | cannot answer for the rest of mankind, she answered, smiling; for myself, | can say the heart is
assuredly subservient to my will and judgment. May | add one more question to my catechism he inquired,
looking at her as if doubting his right to put the question to her. Certainly. | will reserve the right to answer it or
not, she said, with a light laugh. Then, tell me what would you have done if you had been in Mrs. Byrnes...
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