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Evans F. Carlson had attacked Makin Atoll a year earlier. Subsequent intelligence reports warned that the
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said Betio would be the prime target for the 2d Marine Division. General Smith s operations officer, Lieutenant
Colonel David M. Shoup, studied the primitive chart of Betio and saw that the tiny island was surrounded by a
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provided. Not available, replied the admiral, expect only the usual wooden landing craft. Shoup frowned.
General Smith could sense that Shoup s gifted mind was already formulating a plan. The results of that plan
were momentous. The Tarawa operation became a tactical watershed: the first, large-scale test of American
amphibious doctrine against a strongly fortified beachhead. The Marine assault on Betio was particularly
bloody. Ten days after the assault, Time magazine published the first of many post-battle analyses: Last week
some 2,000 or 3,000 United States Marines, most of them now dead or wounded, gave the nation a name to
stand beside those of Concord Bridge, the Bon Homme Richard, the Alamo, Little Big...
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