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indexed. Not illustrated. 1874 Excerpt: the operation of a law above the will of the highest gods. The Buddhist,
then, may well believe that a formula of prayer in the name of the Venerable of the world will be potent for his
good in this way, without troubling himself to think whether any conscious being hears it or not. BUDDHISM--
BUDDING. The element in Buddhism which more than any other, perhaps, gave it an advantage over all
surrounding religions, and led to its surprising extension, was the spirit of universal charity and sympathy that
it breathed, as contrasted with the exclusiveness of caste. In this respect, it held much the same relation to
Brahmanism that Christianity did to Judaism. It was, in fact, a reaction against the exclusiveness and
formalism of Brahmanism--an attempt to render it more catholic, and to throw off its intolerable burden of
ceremonies. Buddhism did not expressly abolish caste, but only declared that all followers of the Buddha who
embraced the religious life were thereby released from its restrictions; in the bosom of a community who had
all equally renounced the world, high and low, the twice-born Brahman and the outcast were brethren. This
was the very way that Christianity dealt with the slavery of the ancient world. This opening of its ranks to all
classes and to both sexes--for women were admitted to equal hopes and privileges with men, and one of
Gautama s early female disciples is to be the supreme Buddha of a future cycle--no...
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