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illustrated. 1911 Excerpt: . . . date; and allusions to portraits are frequent in the dramas of Kalidasa and his
successors from the fifth to the eighth century after Christ. The Ceylonese chronicle, the Makavamsa, composed
probably in the fifth century, tells of the mural paintings decorating the relic-chamber of the Ruwanweli daaba
constructed by King Dutthagamini about B. C. 150. The testimony of native writers is confirmed by that of the
Chinese pilgrims in the fifth, sixth, and seventh centuries, who notice several 1 Rhys Davids, Buddhist India, p. 96;
citing Vin. , ii. 151; iv. 47, 61, 298; Sam. , 42, 84. examples of celebrated Buddhist pictures; and by Taranath, the
Tibetan historian of Buddhism, who, when writing at the beginning of the seventeenth century, ascribes the
most ancient pictures to the gods, and declares that they were so marvellous as to bewilder beholders by their
realism. 1 The literary evidence thus summarily indicated would alone amply prove the Range in early and
continuous practice of the painters art in both India and Ceylon; but it is time of unnecessary to labour the
proof from books, because evidence of a more satisfactory, emains. kind is furnished by the considerable
surviving remains of ancient painting from the second century before Christ; which, even in their present
fragmentary and mutilated state, enable the modern critic to appraise the style of the early Indian artists, and
to recognize the just claim of the art of India and Ceylon to take high rank among...
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