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illustrated. 1854 Excerpt: . . . committed to the hands of an imprudent or inconsiderate person. Great mischief
may very easily be done by rapid dilatation on any method, a proceeding, the exercise of which has been
sufficiently reprobated. The semi-elastic constituents of a stricture must be gradually dilated if an efficient
result is to be attained. Inflammation of the urethra and bladder, which in patients labouring under chronic
disease of the kidneys may readily extend to these organs and be followed by fatal consequences, has been not
unfrequently induced by neglecting this rule. Moreover, rupture of the urethra may be produced by rash
treatment, an occasional consequence of which, even when the lesion is only slight in extent or degree, is the
occurrence of phlebitis and purulent infection, with collections of pus in different parts of the body. Mr. Coulson,
of St. Marys Hospital, has recently called the attention of the profession to the connexion which exists between
these causes and effects, having collected and reported twelve cases in which laceration of the urethra by
sounds and lithotrites has been so followed. In these the disease appeared within a few hours after the use of
sounds or bougies; in four cases for the dilatation of organic stricture; in four for the removal of fragments of
calculi, chiefly in connexion with lithotrity; and in the re Lancet, 1852, vol. i. , p. 562. maining four for various
other purposes, as enlarged prostate, retention in gonorrhoea, and a Three such cases also have...
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