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indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 Excerpt: .proposed to sprinkle her. To this she consented as a substitute for the
baptism which the Savior commanded. Now, the whole history of baptism shows clearly that this idea of
substituting the spirit for the letter is where sprinkling finds its origin; and were it confined to its original design
of clinic baptism, it would be diFicult to chide the humble, anxious soul that makes this oFering as an
expression of its desire and willingness to obey God to the extent of its ability. And this is a single illustration of a
general and important principle that obtains, in some measure, and finds recognition in every man s life. But
how easy it is to presume on this principle of substitution until, instead of its being the spirit of obedience
oFered for its letter in extraordinary cases, it becomes the substitution of the arbitrary and stubborn will of
man for the plain and positive law of God, the substitution of human expediencies for the appointed institutions
of Heaven. Against this great sin of presumption we are warned in the Scriptures both of the New Testament
and of the Old. The Savior says, Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth
nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoreth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they
do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. And when Saul was commanded to utterly
destroy the...
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