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putting an end to the constant disorders in Central America and thereby removing the liability of European
interference in those republics has been generally recognized, and numerous plans have been proposed to
bring about such a happy result. For many years the United States was content with making mere
representations to the belligerents or expressing grave concern for the safety of its citizens; then naval vessels
were sent to the troubled regions to look out for the protection of any Americans or foreigners that might be
within reach of their guns, or to protest occasionally against barbarities committed by the combatants, but
more oEen to carry away the vanquished chiefs in order to save them from execution by their victorious
enemies. A further step in the interest of peace was taken when the belligerents were invited aboard these
vessels to discuss and compose their differences with the friendly counsel of naval and diplomatic officers of the
United States; and inasmuch as it was believed to be desirable to have the cooperation of a Latin-American
country, Mexico was later invited to participate on such occasions. In these circumstances a conference was
held in July, 1906, on board the U. S. S. Marblehead, attended by representatives of the Central American
Republics, for the purpose of discussing terms of peace, with the aid of the good oJices of American and
Mexican diplomatic agents. Among the stipulations of the treaty signed on the Marblehead was one requiring
that all future diJerences should be submitted to the arbitration of the Presidents of the United States and of
Mexico. The terms of the treaty...
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