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illustrated. 1870 edition. Excerpt: . . . neighbours, we inflict the slightest injury upon the reputation of another, it
is a clear case of disobedience. The difference may be still better illustrated by saying that it is more easy to take
cognizance of and to inflict punishment for overt acts than for omissions. The true and actual essence,
however, of a moral obligation will be, perhaps, most easily inferred from the various answers given by
different philosophers to the question--why should obligations he fulfilled 1 To this the first and most obvious
answer would be--because it is right. Then the question would arise--why is it right 1 and in answering this the
differences of theory would begin to appear. The transcendentalists would say, because some moral sense or
faculty, implanted in us for the purpose, guides us to it; which is equivalent to saying that right is its own
standard--that it is undefinable because it is an intuition. Kant, on the same principle, and in his peculiar
technology, would say, because it is a uniform law of our nature to make such distinctions. Dr. Clarke would
say, because it conforms to the eternal fitness and relations of things. Plato would say, because the perfection
of our nature requires that all passions and impulses should be controlled by reason which is our highest
faculty. Aristotle might say, perhaps, because obedience to certain rules tends to the welfare and happiness of
society--vgog To sv Zyv. This is the utilitarian view--the doctrine of consequences...
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